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the Company having eſtabliſhed bankers in thoſe places. 

This token was ſcarcely ifſued;' When it Was thought worth 
while to counterfeit it; which has been done by ſome able artiſt, 
as may be ſeen by an kälpection of the Plate, fig. 3. The ma- 
terial variations are, the inferiority of the Driid's buſt, and of the 
oaken foliage; and in the reverſe the 1 D. is omitted, and the 1 
date placed at the top inſtead of the bottom. The whole reverſe 4 
is alſo turned, in LIE counterfeit, the oppoſite: way to the Britnins 3 
one. 

There is alſo a fecond cotititbifeit;\ nearly. reſ embling g the | 
former; the foliage only having ſome light variation, and the 
dot placed over the /econd figure of the date inſtead of the third; 
in other Oe it is nr ſimilar *. 
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«In the third year of his command in Britain, in pre of 
his conqueſts, he diſcovered new people, by continuing his 
devaſtation through the ſeveral nations quite to the mouth of _ 
the Tay; and when he had inſpired the people with ſufficient 
terror, he ſecured poſſeſſion of the country by erecting. forts 
in the moſt important ſituations.“ Many of theſe are yet to 
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The fourth ſummer was employed in ſettling and ite 
<« what territories he had OVer=run, which were chiefly thoſe to 


<< the ſouth of the-Forth ang Clyde, though fortreſſes had been 


« erected further north, to repel the invaſi ons A the Cale- 
< donians, as has been ame y obſerved.” _ 
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quite to the extremity of the Britim illand; and this campaigh 
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upon the whole 10 105 10% n 200! bas 2979 ert 


To do this, I am led with a view to determine the ſcene” of 
the laſt deciſive victory Which Was obtained by Ag ;ricola « over the 


combined force of our. barbarous anke, commanded by a 
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The ſcene of this 1 ha = LG hitherto laid in Stirlin hive, 
or the county of Perth; and the remains of Roman encamp— 
ments and fortifications - have been adduced as proofs of the 
conjecture; but I. ſhall ſhew., that. it is Altogether incompatible 
with the diſtinct and beautiful account given by Tacitus ot the 
operations and march of his father-in- law, and with the nature: 
of the war, and of the country. | 
. Beſides, from my lear ned and inquiſitive correſpondents in the 
North of Scotland, I have received. accounts of the remains of 
Roman works and encampments in the neighbourhood of. the 
north-eaſtern. termination of the Grampian. hills, which agree 
with the account 1 am about to lay before you from the. beſt 
authority. . 

For the conveniency of. your nance. in the 8 rapid 
decline of erudition, 1 ſhall give. you: Tacitus in the ſtiff but 
faithful tranſlation of Thomas Gordon.. 
_ # In ths, ſummer, which began . ſixth. year of his admini- 
ſtration, as it Was apprehended that the ans forward * would 
univerſally take arms, and becauſe the. ways were all infeſted 
with the enemies hoſt, his firſt ſtep was to coaſt and explore e 
large communities beyond . Bodotria * , by the means of his fleet, which 
70Aas from the beginning employed "ia him as, part of bis. fore 25, and 
| in attending. him at this time, made. a glorious appearance, as at; 
once invading by ſea and land. Indeed the: ſame, camp often 
contained the foot and the horſe, and be marines, all intermixed 
and rejoicing in common, ſeverally magnifying their own feats, 
their own hazards and adventures. Here were ' diſplayed * the 
Nations to the North of Forth and Clyde. Se 301, dog 2080; 
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Horrors bf ſteep m mountains and diſmal fbreſts, there alle out. 
rages of waves and tempeſts “; theſe boaſted their explbits by 


land and againſt the foe, thoſe the wanqui i/bed ocean; all vying 
together according tothe ufual vaulits and oſtentation of ſoldiefs. 


Upon the Britons 3, as was learned from the captives, the Light 


of the fleet brought b much conſterflation ant difmay, as if now 
that their ſolitary ocean. and receſſes of the deep were diſcloſed 
and invaded, the 7% refuge of the vanquiſhed was cut off. 

Men therefore he had ſent forward'the navy, which, by com- 


mitting devaſtations in feveral places, would not fail to ſpread * 


wighty and perplexing terror; be put Himſelf at the head of 


bis army lightly equipped, and added to it ſome of 'the brabeft 
ä Britons, and with the whole continued his march till he arrived 
dt the Grampian Hills. J73%%ßꝙꝙͤ0ñ ᷑ 


For beſides (ſays Odgacas) that bondage 18 what W never 
4 have borne, we are ſo beſet that beyond us there is no further | 
6« land, nor in truth is there any ſecurity | left us from the ſeas, 
6 wWH1NT the Roman fleet 18 hovering on „„ alone ud gon 

« Beyond us no more Ne are found, nor in fave ſeas ö 
« and rocks.” _ | ; 
III Agricole ſpeech, © we have apud the limits pick we 


found; he thoſe of former armies: and we poſſeſs the very er- 


% zremity of Britain, not only in 'bruitings of fame and vulgar 
« rumour, but with our camps and arms.“ Britain is entirely 


&© giſcovered and entirely ſubdued, Indeed, as the army has been 


« marching whilſt in paſſing moraſſes and mountains, and rivers, 


: : you have been fatigued and OfTeHed; I was wont to hear every 


51 The EY Grampians. CVVFCCCC | Amo 0 
The German ſea. 
3 The Romans gave the name of Britons to the people on Abe Laſer coaſt of 
— to thoſe of the Weſt that of Caledonians, Ve 


* man, 


during the fixth campaign of AGRI COLA. 8 


* man, ven the braveſt aſk, when ſhall x we Tot the eher ? when 
« ſhall we be led to battle * 

% For ui lo habe marihed over a u 7 of county 0 e, 
5 to have paſſed through gloomy foreſts, 70 have TIO arms * 
4 rhe ſea, is matter of glory and applauſe? © 
When the ſummer was paſſed, and thence an impoſſibility 
Le of extending the opethtions'of the war, he reconducted his army 
to the borders of the Horefti'. There he received hoſtages 
for the Caledonians, there he ſent orders to the admiral to fail 
« round Britain; and the terror of the Roman power having 
* gone forth, hs himſelf. at the ſame time led on his horſe and 
foot with a ſlow pace; that thus the minds of 7he new nations 
« might be awed and diſmayed by prolonging his march 
through them. ts then en his . in en for the 
% winter.“ 10 2M15: £158 10 
From theſe quotations in partzeular, but kl the whole ac- 
count of Agricola's motions in general, it appears, . 

1ſt, That the plan of Agricola was to make his attacks on 
the large communities to the north of n with the ter- 
rific aid of his fleet... * SH eden 2 

2dly, That his camp conſiſted of a müned nee, with marines, 
occationally drawn from the fleet. 

zZaly, That the ſolitary ocean and receſſes of the deep hitherto 
unexplored, cannot-refer to the ſcenes formerly ſuppoſed to have 
been the ſeat of the war when it Was ended by er in his 

ſixth campain. : 

Achly, That the fleet was ſent forward, and the march con- 
tinued under its Protection and awe till the army advancing 


55 The "Deople in the emidland diſtrict of Scotland; ſonch of Tay; where the forts 
wete placed at the entrance of the Highlands, and where he receiyed hoſtages for 
| nn the abſence of the army. 
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coaſt-wiſe, reached the North-caſtern termination of. the range 
of the Grampian hills in Aberdeenſnir̃geee. 


E 1 : Tt 


sthly, That. Galgacus, in his harangue, talks of the country 
and of his allied army as ſo beſet. that beyond them there: was 


$* . 


no further land; and that the Roman fleet AY: anda. on "eo 


coaſt. T: PEW T1391 


| 6thly, That che, army * . en poſſeſſed the. very 

extremity of Britain, and had paſſed the limits pervaded by 
any former force; that the troops had been diſpirited by the 
great length of their march, and had deſpaired of their meet 
ing with the foe which was collecting in ſtrength in the High- 


lands, and came down to the Lowlands, when it was in ſuk⸗ 
ficient force to face the Roman army. 


Ithly, and laſtly, That the army of. Agricola 1001 monhai 
over a country /o immenſe, had croſſed ſuch arms of the ſea, as 
had raiſed to the higheſt celebrity the proweſs. ef the Roman 
army, a deſcription. which exactly correſponds to the North- 


eaſtern termination of the n hills, bus to no other ur of 
Scotland. 


It appears from the Life of A e hs Tacitus; that the 
Romans now failed the Deucaledonian ſea, ſubduing the iſles 
of Orkney, till then unknown, and deſerying the Shetland 
iſles, or, as ſome imagine from the deſcription of it, as. hid by 
winter under eternal ſnow, the Hand of Iceland. (ie 7h ne 


Theſe remarks, Sir, will, I hope be agreeable to you, and 
amuſing at leaſt, if not inſtructive. 


It gives me pleaſure to call the attention of the learned. to 


my neglected country, now become a diſpirited province of the 


Britiſh union, and, as curſed with a very bad and inconſtant 
climate, muſt become the moſt wretched of all countries on 


the face of the globe, if it is to continue to. pay its club with 


England, 


WT aol ne ful Campaign ef AGR 10 0 2 ar 9 


England, without reſources, without erudition, taſte, or morals, 
to prevent it from being: cruſhed; under the ritins of an old and 
wealthy ſtate to which it is now united, or to aſſuage her ſor- 
rows and ſufferings. ' I conſider Scotland my native country, as 
2 rage but. noble medallion, of ancient ſculpture, which ought 
not to be defaced, « or forgotten in the cabinet of nations, becauſe 
it lies next to one more ae more ah ;/hed and elegant, but of 
leſs relief. 

The Engliſh are a generous people; they love their country, 
and boaſt, of it. 1 wiſh to God they had more cauſe, and that 
from the corruption of their manners there was not too great a 
probability of their loſing the greateſt of all bleſſings, and tbat 
 fooner than they are, aware of ; but this I am certain of, that they 
never can eſteem us the leſs for preſerving our ancient national 
character. lit alas N yet remains), which though it made them 


bleed at Bannockburn, gathered laurels for hem afterwards in 
every, quarter of the globe. I am, 


8 J R. N * | | | res ! 
With regard; 


7; Your obliged bumble ſervant, 
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| RESUME the abject of. the progreſs of Agricola, in his 


fixth zmpaign, as deſcribed by the nervous but laconic pen of 


his ſonlin-law, which, as it terminated the war undertaken 
againſt the combined force of Caledonia, and gave occaſion to 
the beautiful and characteriſtie defeription with which the phi- 
loſophic hiſtorian has adorned his immortal al pages, calinot fait of 
wen acceptable to the public. 1 0 

It has been my ambition to legititridts the minute and curious 
inveſtigation of the antiquary, by making it ſubſervient to the 
Purpolts of the hiſtorian, and of the philoſopher; and as I ſhall 
probably have occaſion to repeat my communications to you 
on ſubjects of greater importance, it is neceſſary that I ſhould 
give you my ſcope of antiquarian reſearch. I conſider the 
ſtudy of human nature, and the. knowledge of what has 
happened to mankind in the various ages and climates of the 
world, leading to the improvement of ſociety by government, as 
the firſt of ſtudies, and the beſt of ſciences. : 
This ſtudy can be rendered practicable only by ſeparating 
authentic records and proofs of authenticity from the fabulous 
tradition common to all countries as it is to all families, 

All governments have ariſen from contingency, ot imitation z 
and none have been attempted to be formed, or even improved, 
on the radical principles of man's nature, becauſe all legiſlaters 
have laid plans for men, ſuch as they Ongar ! to be, but ſuch as 
they are not, and never will be, 

It becomes therefore the proper object of him who ſearches 
into antiquity to diſcover the natural bent of ſocial man; the 


4 1 5 een | 


during the ſixth Campaign AG RICO L A. 9 


cuſtoms which are too ſtrong for laws; and the errors which 
have brought every nation to its fall by gradations ſo uniformly 
marked, in the hiſtory of the world, that they invite the friends 
of humanity to explore the political diſeaſe, and to point out 
its remedy. 
This is the firſt object of the rational and philoſophical An- 
tiquary; for © the proper ſtudy of Mankind is Man;“ and that 
ſtudy is the Antiquary's, becauſe man cannot be known without 

exploring his follies and his littleneſſes, as well as his vices 
and his greatneſs, which adorn, whilſt they ſully the pages of 
the hiſtorian. 

Having detained you, Sir, and your future readers ſo long by 
theſe reflections, which I thought proper to fence myſelf with 
againſt the ſcoffers of antiquity ; I proceed to the illuſtration of 
my commentary on the laſt campaign of Agricola in Scotland, 
by topographical proof received long after I had commented, 
without prejudice or hypotheſis, on the text of Tacitus. 

By the map of Richard of Cirenceſter, which accompanies 
this letter, you will ſee that the route and the ſtations of the 
Roman army are marked in exact coincidence with the hiſtorian; 
and they agree with the remains of Roman encampments and 
cauſeways, which are yet to be traced with ſufficient accuracy, 
to leave no doubt of their conſtructors. 

Camden mentions Grantſbain as the place of the memorable 
overthrow of the Caledonian chief; and in my former letter I 
informed you that -Granz-Ben is no other, in the Iriſh or Scoto- 
Gatlic language, than the ugly hills, mountains ſo named from 
their uncouth and ſcalpy appearance, and their being ſtrongly 
_ contraſted to the moſt fertile and extenſive valleys in Scotland. 
Sir Robert Sibbald adopts the fort of Ardoch, in Strathallan, as 


the ſeat of Agricola's camp before his engagement with Galgacus: 
| C this 
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* 


this remain, which is in Perthſhire, is indeed very en and 
worth viſiting on that account; but, being only 100 paces by 80 
within the encampment, is a miniature indeed, and the {tation only 
of a Roman detachment or * to overawe the adjacent 


country. 


An encampment, the 1 remains of which are to be ſeen about 


half 2 mile from the church of Comeria, in Strathern, and in 


the ſame county of Perth, is choſen by Alexander Gordon, the 
author of the Itinerarium Septentrionale, as the ſpot in queſtion; 
and he plumes himſelf on its being fitted to contain juſt 8000 


foot and 3000 horſe, the number of auxiliaries mentioned by 


the hiſtorian as accompanying the Roman army, as if theſe. 
only were to be defended from the inſults of a numerous hoſt 


of deſperate enemies, who were about to fight for their laſt 
ſtake, in a country with which they were ſo much better ac- 


quainted, and were ſupported by the whole warlike rech of 
their nation. 

The ſame author, in 3 to the 3 of the laſt 
battle having been fought at the paſs of Grampian in the Mearns, 
aſſerts, that in the Mearns “ no veſtiges of Roman encampments 


are to be found, nor any works of that nature, except a round 
«ce fort called the Caterthunne, not far from Fettercairn,” which, 


he ſays, is evidently Daniſh or Pictiſh, and, to ſupport his fa- 
vourite hypotheſis in favour of Comerie, he adduces the name of 
Galcachan Roſs Moor, which in fact ſignifies no more than the 
moor of a peninſula where the Gauls had fought ; a name 


which implies nothing peculiar 1 in a country inhabited by Gauls 
only. 


But Gordon wrote haſtily ; : and the country had not * ex- 
plored in his days with ſufficient attention. From the neigh- 
bourhood of Perth, all through Strathmore, and nearly in 


| agree» 


during the fixth Campaign of A GR ICOLA.. ut 


agreement with the antient Itineraries, Roman works are to be 
found *; and in the Muir of Lour, not far from Forfar, in the 
county of the ſame name, are to be ſeen the remains of two 
Roman camps , called Black or Battle Dykes, and Hare Dykes, 
with a Cauſeway running about ſix miles betwixt them, which 


will appear hereafter to have been the winter quarters of part 


of the Roman army, after the concluſion of the fixth cam- 
paign, and of the Caledonian war, Of theſe encampments and 
other Roman works, elucidating the whole hiſtory of Agricola's 
command in Scotland, it- may be proper hereafter to gjve a 
more exact account to the public, and to accompany it with .a 


topographical map of the country and plans of the different 


encampments: in the mean time, I ſhall content myſelf with 


giving a ſketch of the country, where it ſeems evident, from the 


whole maſs of circumſtances, that the' war was concluded | by 


the ſignal erz, obtained by Agricola over en and the 
Caledonian army. 


1 ſuppoſe the Roman army to have e through Strath- 


more and the hollow of the Mearns, to the coaſt by the dotted 
line A, plate II.), which croſſes the riyulet of Carron Q, which 
runs paſt Fetterreſſoe R, till it arrived at a place called Arduthy, 


half a mile from Stonehive O, where there are clearly the remains 


of a camp at B. This camp was in the remembrance of a re- 
ſpectable gentleman, from whom I received the account much 


more diſtinct than at preſent, great part of it having been de- 


See plate I. where Richard of Cirenceſter lays down a ſtation A in the neigh- 
| bourhood of Stonchive, where it will be ſhewn the paſs of Grampian, defcribed by 
Tacitus, was. 

> Theſe camps were firſt ſought for and diſcovered in the year 17 54, by Lieu» 
renant-general Robert Melvill, then a Captain in the 25th regiment of foot; a fact 
Which did not come to my knowledge till ſome months after I had written theſe 


remarks; and I am well pleaſed to inform the learned reader, that the principles of 


inveſtigation, uſed by that military gentleman, were ſimilar to thoſe 1 have made uſe 
of o aſcertain the ſtations and the march of the Roman army. 
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ſtroyed by the agriculture of the country; it is fituated on an 
eminence with a precipice to the north, and is about a quarter 
of a mile from the ſea, which 1 mark P, and about half a mile 
from Stonehive marked O; from this camp at B, I fuppoſe the 
Romans proceeded north-eaſtward, croſſing the rivulet of Cowie 
X, which runs paſt Urie at'S, ſtill keeping the dotted line A 
along a ſmooth bank and a plain heath to C, which is a point 
where three moraſſes nearly meet at V, and the only road they 


could take in their progreſs northward by the coaſt, and not far 


from the preſent poſt road at N. At this paſs I ſuppoſe they 
were oppoſed by the Caledonians upon the Kempſtonehill at I, 


which is dotted with almoſt innumerable ſmall heaps of ſtones, 


and likewiſe three very large ones at L, called Cairns. There 
are likewiſe, at the two croſſes at K, two ſtones ſtanding on end at 
the diſtance of about one hundred yards from each other, and 
about ten feet high, without any inſcription. In each of theſe 
large Cairns ſeveral ſtone-coffins have been found, about four 
feet long; and in the inſide ſmall urns containing a little earth. 
Several of the ſmall heaps have been dug to the foundation, 


but neither bones nor urns were found. Their numbers and 


appearance, with that of the large Cairns and the urns found 
in them, leave not the leaſt room to doubt but a battle has been 
fought in that place; and from the diſpoſition of the tumuli, 
it appears clear that thoſe who made the attack muſt have come 
from the ſouth, and prevailed. If we ſuppoſe the Roman army 
to have marched from the camp at B, by the dotted line A, and 


that they were obliged to paſs between the moraſſes at C, it is 


impoſſible the Caledonians could have occupied a more favour- 
able ſpot to oppoſe them than the ſouth ſide of the Kempſtone- 
hill; by extending their flanks to the two moraſſes, they were 
abſolutely ſecure every where excepting in front. I ſuppoſe the 
Roman general to have prevailed, and the Caledonians driven to 

- the 
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the woods and bogs in the neighbourhood which continue for 
miles at V, and at that time is ſuppoſed to have been all wood. 
The Roman general might for various reafons have been unable 
to purſue the advantage he had gained, and choſe to encamp 
upon the Garnca-hill, or Readykes at D, which is about two 
miles from the former place, and an eminence which commands 
a proſpect of the whole neighbourhood, to which there is a clear 
paſſage by the dotted line A. This camp, as I obſerved before, 
contains, as I ſuppoſe, about one hundred acres, has ſeveral 
gates, three of which are here deſcribed at F, and covered by 
three redoubts at G, with an advanced port at H. There is a 
Druid Temple to the north-weſt at E. The line of circumval- 
lation is rather ſlight, excepting to the eaſt, where the ditch 
is very deep, and the rampart formed by the earth high, and 
fronts the bogs, which have been woods, at V, where the enemy 
ſeem to have retired, _ þ = 
Several Roman weapons have been found in this camp, par- 
ticularly a Hhaa and helmet, of which the former is in the 
lawyers library at Edinburgh; and lately a fragment of another 
Baſta and a malleolus have been dug up; and, as ſearch is now 
making, there is little doubt that many more will be diſcovered. 
Now, ſtating all theſe circumſtances, particularly that this 
camp is ſituated upon the north-eaſt end of the Grampian Hills, 
where theſe mountains could eaſily be croſſed, and likewiſe near 
the ſea, where a land army could have communication with the 
fleet, and where the ground was ſo ſmooth, that chariots could 
have acted; 1 do ſuppoſe the Kempftone-hill to have been 
the place where Galgacus was defeated by Agricola. It could 
not be at the camp at Readykes, becauſe there-is not the leaſt 
veſtige of an engagement at that place, nor upon the hill of 
Glethno at W, nor the hill of Magray at T, which have no 
4 | tumuli. 
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tumuli. Add to theſe circumſtances, that T acitus informs, that, 
after the engagement, Agricola led his army into Horeſtia, which 1 
think every Antiquary ſuppoſes to be the county of Angus. It 
is likely that the Romans ſome time or other extended their con- 
queſts as far north as the Murray Firth; but it is probable they 
abandoned theſe advantages in the winter, for reaſons that ap- 
5 pear perfectly clear. It does not ſeem to have been of impor- 
| tance ſufficient for them to have defended at a great expence a 
narrow tract of coaſt againſt the natives; and, to confirm this 
idea, I have not heard of any Roman military way that has been . 
diſcovered as far north as this. Theſe military ways. ſeem to 
have been abſolutely neceflary, where there were winter ſtations, 
becauſe they formed a communication from one to another. 
Thoſe I have ſeen are ſo raiſed above the cominon ſurface of the 
ground, that they generally keep clearer of ſnow than any 
other place; and a ſmall number of well-armed and well-diſ- 
ciplined men could upon thoſe ways have eaſily defended them- 
telves againſt very ſuperior numbers of Barbarians. vt 
The method I adopted for the proof of my commentary on 
the 6th campaign of Agricola, I beg leave to recommend to thoſe 
Who amule themſeves as I do, with explaining the text of an- 
tient military writers, or their annaliſts. I read the hiſtory with 
attention, I draw the inferences of a ſoldier and an hiſtorian, 
and I leave my conjectures to be verified or diſapproved by an 
examination of the country: this is the experimentium crucis; 
and whoever adops any other method, or aſſumes to himſelf 
an hypotheſis like Gordon, Sibbald, or any other fond father 
of a ſyſtem, will be ſure to be the dupe of his own errors. 
| Ion, Mr. Nichols, that when I ſhall again ſurvey the hill 
f where the brave Galgacus fought, I ſhall be apt to throw off 
| my ſhoes, and ſay the ground on which I ſtand is conſecrated to 
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the fervour of our patriotiſm ; I ſhall hear the harangues of 
Galgacus and of Agricola ſounding in my ears with the eloquence 
of Tacitus; and, animated with the 1 imaginary claſhing of hoſtile 
ſhields, 1 ſhall exclaim, My ance/lors Were defeated, "oY not ſub- 
aue and 1 glory 1 in the name of 

ALBA N I 0 US. 


Plan of the Camp at Rae Dykes, on the Fate of Ury, 5 the 

_ Shore of Kincardine, as furniſhed by Robert Barclay of Ury, 
Eſq; from: an actual Survey, to Lieutenant General Melvill, 
in 1778. 18⁰ Plate III. o 


The annexed is a draught of what is called, by the country 


people, the Rae (or Roe) Dykes, but is generally believed to be 


a Roman camp. It lies on the eſtate of Ury, above the town of 


Stonehaven, about three miles from the ſea, and 300 feet above 
the level thereof. The Grampian mountains at this place come 


very near the coaſt, and the hill on which the camp is ſituated 


(commonly called the Garriſon hill) commands a great extent of 
hills and country round it. The poſition of the camp is exactly 
laid down on this draught. The gates, ramparts, 8c. are in 
general very perceptible at this day. The rampart is of earth, . 
about 30 feet broad at the baſe, with a deep ditch without. 


The area contained within the fortification is about 120 acres. 


On the S. E. of this camp, in a hollow, is a large bank, diſtant 


242 yards, and 176 yards long; the baſe of which is about 


40 feet, and the ditch much deeper than any part of that of 
the camp. The gates of the camp are all much about the 
ſame width, except 79a! oppoſite to this work, which ſeems a 


little wider. 
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An Account of the Roman Camps of Battle dykes and Haerfauds, 
with the Via Militaris extending between them, in the County of 
Forfar. : 


By the Re\ erend Mr. JAMESON, of Forfar. April 235 1785. 
15 HE camp of Battle-dykes oiigatty called Black-aykes) lies 


about three Engliſh miles north-eaſt from Forfar, in the pariſh 
of Oathlaw, about a mile weſt from the pariſh church. It is 


finely ſituated on a large plain, flanked on the ſouth- ſide by the 


marſhy grounds on the rivulet of Lemno. On the weſt, it is 


partly guarded. by a kind of moraſs. Its north-weſt corner 


reaches to the top of a hill called Wolf-law, whence there is a 
very extenſive proſpect of the country; but in this place the 
ramparts have been ploughed up. The camp would ſeem to 
have been defended on all ſides by two ramparts of ſtone and 
earth, with a ditch between them, except on part of the weſt- 
fide, where the moraſs lies, which does not appear to have been 
fortified in any other way than by nature. Proceeding eaſtward, 
you obſerve the ſecond or outermoſt rampart from the firſt gate 


on the ſouth-ſide, which is very diſcernible all the way round to 
the north-eaſt corner, except in one place, where they have been 


both effaced by the plough. There are two gates on the north and 


ſouth ſides of the camp, one only on the eaſt and weſt. From 


the extremity of the ſouthern rampart to the firſt gate are 292 


| paces, including part of the moraſs; thence to the ſecond gate 240, 


thence to the ſouth-eaſt corner 460, in all 9g2 paces. On the eaſt 
rampart, from the ſouth angle to the gate, are 312 paces, thence to 
the north angle 330, in all 642. All the ground within the camp 
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has. been pioughed; 4 there is one large tumulus on the e | 
riſing up in the plain, in a triangular form ;. two of the fides 


are equal to each other, extending at the baſe 24 paces each; 

the other is one-third larger, being 36; in all, its e 
at the baſe is 84. This is evidently artificial, being formed en- 
tirely of gravel brought from a diſtance, as the ſoil is all around 
clayey. This umulus is within the camp, facing the weſt gate 


on the ſouth-ſide, perhaps an hundred paces from the gate. In 
a ſtraight line with the ſecond gate, forward on the ſouth-ſide, 


and go paces without the gate, is another 7414/45 much larger. 


It is moſtly compoſed of ſuch ſtones as are generally found in £ 


cairns. It meaſures 110 paces in circumference, at the baſe. 


From this mound a cauſeway juts out ſouthward towards the 

rivulet. It has been carried on for 60 paces, is 1o paces in 
| breadth, compoſed of earth and ſtones ; but the deſign has not 
been carried on. It terminates in a place where probably there 
has been a Druidical Temple; as we there find three large ſtones, 
fallen over, in the order and of the ſize of thoſe that are ge- 
nerally found in theſe remains of heathen antiquity. This 74 


mulus is vulgarly called © The Centry-hillock.” A little way 
within the gate, rather towards the eaſt, you find the baſe of 
another !umulus, conſiſting of ſuch materials as the one laſt- 
mentioned. The form of it has been ſomewhat ſquare. Here 


T I perceived one ſtone that ſeemed to have been hewn, although 


I could not be abſolutely. certain. It receives the name of © The 


King's Houſe.” Had not this been ſo far from the center of 


the camp, one might have thought that it was the ſite of the 
Prætorium. There is ſtill another tumulus within the camp, 
ſmaller than any of the reſt, a little within the gate on the eaſt 
ſide, nearly on a line with it. In ſome places the ditch is ſtill 
very deep, from the bottom of the ditch to the top of the 
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moſt entire rampart, being between 10 and 12 feet perpen- 
dicular. In one place where the ditch was nearly filled up, T 
meaſured both the ramparts and the ditch, and * ae —y 
extended between 14 and 15 paces. ONS | 

Parallel to the two ramparts, a few paces from the altern 
extremity of the ſouth ſide, you perceive another rampart, 
which, after running a little way further eaſtward than the lines 
of the camp, runs ſouthward about 200 paces; then turns 
weſtward, Where you loſe it, after tracing it for a conſiderable 
way very diſtinctly. It ſeerns to have extended 120 paces to 
the weſt, by the tract that is diſcernible among the ridges, 
Whether this might be the Campus Equitum I cannot pretend to 
ſay; only, although the rampart is conſtructed with ſtones and 
earth, like the Teſt, it does not ſeem to have been ever ſo ene 
nor are there any remains of a ditch perceptible. 

From the ſouth-eaſt extremity of this rampart begins what 1 
take to be a military way that has extended between the camps 
of Battle-dykes and Muir of Lours. Here it is compoſed of the 
ſame materials that are to be found every where elſe, rough, 
unpoliſhed ſtones (commonly called bullet-ſtones) and earth. 
After running a little way eaſtward, it forms a ſharp angle, and 
turns ſuddenly down to the rivulet of Lemno. On the border 
of this Yia Militaris, on a height immediately above the rivulet, 
are the remains of what would ſeem anciently to have been a 
fortification or military ſtation. There was indeed a cottage on 
this ſite, inhabited within the memory of man; but the thick- 
neſs of the walls, and the different courſes of them, would ſeem 
to indicate, that it had in former times been more than a ſimple 
cottage, eſpecially as it received the name of Stony-paths, which 
would almoſt aſſure us, that it was found a ruined heap before 
the cottage was built. From the very brink of the rivulet, on 
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the ſouth ſide, you perceive a broad cauſeway of irregular ſtones, 
mounting a ſteep hill, on which it holds a ſtraight line for more 
than a quarter of a mile. This road has indeed been covered, 
from time to time, with heaps of ſtones, thrown together from 
the adjacent fields. After running ſo far in a ſtraight line, it 
takes a winding courſe towards the eaſt, paſſing by ſome for ti- 
fications on the hill, which it is neceſſary a little to deſcribe. 

On the north ſide of this hill, which is called e Bill of the 
Carſe, you at firſt obſerve a large rampart with a ditch. On 
going further to the weſt, you diſtinctly perceive two ramparts, 
and in ſome places one would almoſt ſuppoſe there were three. 
The ditch is of unequal breadth, in ſome places 8, in others 
Lo, and in other places 12 paces broad. The rampart at the 
| baſe is about 4 yards in diameter, at an average. After pur- 
ſuing theſe ramparts for about half a mile, you loſe them alto- 
gether at a place where are the remains of ſome old buildings. 
Theſe ramparts evidently appear to have been raiſed at the ſame 
time with the camp formerly deſcribed ; but it doth not ſeein 
that hey had been a part of a camp; whether they have been 
meant as lines guarding a Roman ftation on this hill, to prevent 
it from falling into the hands of the enemy, and thus ſhutting 

up all intercourſe between the two camps before- mentioned, as 
it muſt effectually have done, I cannot preſume to ſay, but muſt 
leave them to the examination of more learned antiquaries. Near 
theſe lines, about a year ago, was found the head of a Roman 
ſpear. This I have never ſeen, as it was loſt through negligence; 
but, from the deſcription given of the metal and ane it muſt 

have been Roman. 

The Via Militaris takes its courſe round theſe lines on the caſt, 
till both are loſt in a field lately incloſed. They were ploughed 
We within theſe few years, and the ſtones of the cauſeway 
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taken for building a wall round the field. It came down in a 
ſtraight line, paſt the farm of Broom-knows, on the eſtate of 
Carſe-bank. Thence it takes its courſe through a planting of 
firs. On leaving this, it oroſſes the highway between Brechin 


and Forfar. Here it alſo croſſes a ditch and rampart caſt by the 


Picts under Feredith, for guarding their camp againſt an attack 
from the Scots under Alpin, before the battle of Reſtenet. About 


half a mile eaſtward from the Roman-way in this place, was 


found a ſmall Roman ſpear, on the top of the hill of Pitſcanley, 
now in the poſſeſſion of the right honourable the earl of Buchan, 
The Via, after croſſing the Brechin road, is very diſcernible for 


near an Engliſh mile in a Muir. In ſhort, it is to be found in 


a ſtraight line to the other camp, in pa) Where the ground 


has not been ploughed. 
The camp in the Muir of Lour is about eight Engliſh miles 


diſtant from that of Battle-dykes. It is vulgarly called Haer- 


fauds, which I have been told, either in the Gaelic, or rather 
in the Teutonic, ſignifies the ditches, trenches, or folds of the 
« ſtrangers.” It is about a mile north from the Hynd Caſtle. On 
the north and ſouth ſides it has only one gate. From the corner 


weſtward to the gate it meaſures 162 paces, the ſame thence to 


the other curve, in all 324. To the firſt gate on the ſouth ſide 
(moving from north to ſouth) 290 paces; thence to the ſecond 166; 
thence to the extremity 270; in all 726. There is a kind of 


ſwamp, or moraſs, between the north-weſt angle and the firſt gate 


on the weſt fide, where it doth not ſeem that the lines were ever 
completed. On the ſouth-ſide there is ſomething that reſembles 
the camp of the horſe; it projects in the ſame manner, and 
exactly in the ſame direction, with that at Battle-dykes. It 
meaſures 105 paces on the weſt, the ſame number on the ſouth; _ 


but the ealt fide has been ploughed up; however, it doth not 
ſeem 
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ſeem to have extended any further, or at leaſt much further, 
becauſe the end of the ſouth rampart. is nearly on a line with 
the eaſt rampart of the great camp, and the gate is exactly in 
the middle, being about 5; 3 paces from each of the extremities. 
Both the rampart and ditch are ſmaller 3 in this than thoſe of the 
_ adjoining. | | 
- The camp of Haerfauds hath only one rampart and ditch, 
and it does not appear ever to have had more, as the ground has 
never been ploughed, except part of that on the eaſt- ſide; but 
the rampart is broader and higher than any of thoſe at Battle- 
dykes, From the bottom of the ditch, in its preſent ſtate, to 
the top of the rampart, it may ſtill be about 15 feet perpen- 
dicular. I was told by a perſon; who for thirty years paſt has 
been inſpector of that Muir, that he diſtinctly recollects four 
large mounds that were exactly in the middle of the camp, in 
a ſtraight line between the north and ſouth gates; that the 
mounds were at a little diſtance from each other; and that, on 
the removal of them, becauſe of the turfs and moſs they con- 
tained, there were no ſtones found in them, but that they were 
entirely formed of earth, in an artificial manner. It would 
ſeem that this had been the Prætorium. 
There are no veſtiges of the Via Militaris immediately near 
the camp. The firſt place where I have obſerved it is nearly 
three miles to the north. It is loſt wherever the ground has 
been broken up, although very diſtinct elſewhere. Though it 
is very evident that this was originally a Roman camp, tradition 
ſays, that it was poſſeſſed by the Picts in ſome of their wars 
with the Scots. The perſon who ſurveyed it with me declared, 
that, when the mounds before-mentioned were removed, he 4 
ſeen a conſiderable number of pieces of old ſhoes among the. 


| earth, and that — were all iquare-toed, which would ſeem to 
— confirm | 
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en this tradition, as we cannot ſuppoſe them to have be- 
longed to the Romans. It is probable they were left on the 
mounds, and in a courſe of ages over- grown with mofs. He 
alſo ſaid, that the remains of the Scottiſh camp were on a hilt 
about a mile diſtant, which 1 have not yet had an opportunity 
of ſurveying. If this tradition is well founded, it would ſeem 
to refer to the reign of Alpin, as he was killed: at no great diſ- 
tance from this place, according to our Scottiſh. hiftorians. 
The connexion eſtabliſhed between the two camps of Battle- 
dykes and Haerfauds, by means of the military way ſtretching: 
between them, diſcovers the caution and judgement with which. 
the Romans conducted themſelves in an enemy's country, and 
eſpecially in a country poſſeſſed by ſuch intrepid and impetuous 
enemies as the Caledonians ; who, unleſs they had ufed every 


pPirecaution, might have poured down their hills, like a torrent, 


and carried deſtruction before them, without any previous warn- 
ing. Theſe two camps thus connected, if we ſhall ſuppoſe them 
poſſeſſed at the ſame time, ſecured to them the whole breadth of 


the Srratb, or valley of Angus. The one at Battle-dykes, ſitu- 


ated about ſix miles Engliſh from the foot of the neareſt moun- 


| tains, commanded ſuch an extenſive view, that there could be 


no deſcent from the mountains by day-light, for ten or à dozen 
miles in front, but it muſt have been perceived by every man 
in the camp. The other, at Haerfauds, about 7 or 8 miles 
from the ſea, guarded the other ſide of the valley. It is cne 
plain between the two camps, with a gentle and gradual aſcent ' 
to the ſouthern one, except where the carſe-hill riſes up in the 
valley, and intercepts the view. But we may ſuppoſe the forti- 
fications on this hill, whatever form they bore in their complete 
ſtate, as deſigned to prevent any inconvenience ariſing from the 


nature of this high ground, as an intermediate poit between the 


_ two 
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two camps, compleating and preferving the line of communi- 
cation. A military way muſt have been peculiarly neceſſary 
and exceedingly uſeful in a country, which, then in its uncul- 
tivated ſtate, muſt have been almoſt one continued moraſs; as is 
evident from the fenny nature of the ſoil, and the multitude 
of lakes and marſhes till remaining. Had the Romans ſuſtained 
any loſs at the foot of the Grampians, they would immediately 
have betaken themſelves acroſs this Yia Militaris to the ſouthern 
camp; which, among its other adyantages, preſerved an open 
intercourſe with their fleet, which at this period may be ſup- 
poſed to have been moored in the river Tay, at ſuch a ſmall | 
diſtance from it. From the hill on which Hynd-Caftle ſtands, 
3 mile ſouth from the camp, they- would have a full view of the 
ſea; of their fleet, if lying near the mouth of the river; and 
; of any other {hips approaching the coaſt, long before they could 
reach it. As we know of no camp between Tay and thoſe of 
Battle- dykes and Haerfauds, except one on the north fide 
of the river, at the confluence of T ay and Almond; and as it 
ſeems almoſt certain that the decifive battle between Galgacus 
and Agricola was 10! fought at Galgachaw-Roſs-moor near 
Comric, where Gordon, in his Itinerarium, places it, but a great 
way farther eaſt, it is moſt probable that Agricola, inſtead of 
marching directly eaſtward by the foot of the mountains, firſt 
viſited his fleet at the mouth of the F rith of Tay, and thence 
marched towards the Muir of Lour; thence to Battle-dykes, 
onward till he came near Stonehaven, where it would ſeem the 
preat battle, deſcribed, by Tacitus, was fought. Or, perhaps, 
we may rather ſuppoſe that Agricola, in one of his campaigns, 
penetrated no further than the Tay; and that he began another 
by entering that part of the country now called Angus ; pro- 
ceeding gradually till he arrived at the eaſtern exremity of the 
| Grampian mountains, 


Tacitus, - 
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Tacitus, in his Life of Agricola, informs, us, that in the 


4 Gxth year of his adminiſtration, when. he Was exploring the 


* large communities bee Sache or the Frith of Forth, by 
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dently denote that 1 was at This time on the north, or 


rather the eaſt ſide of Tay, and which tend to ſhew that the 


final victory gained by him over Galgacus was towards the 


eaſtern extremity of the Grampian mountains. 1. By the ampla 
civitate trans Badotriam ita cannot be underſtood. the country 
of Fife for two reaſons: Firſt, becauſe Badotria ſignifying. the 
Frith; if the country. of Fife had been meant, it would have 
been more proper to have named them *© the cities or commu- 


bas nities ſituated upon Badotria,” The ſecond | is, that he in- 


OY . ** 


11 ae e his ati" due the ſeveral nations, quite 
© to the mouth of the Tay, — novas gentes aperuit, vaſlaris uſque 


« od Taum (aftuario nomen ei) nationibus.” Now, it could not 


be ſaid with any propriety that Agricola in his ſixth year made 
new diſcoveries of 7ho/e that he had coaſted and conquered in his 


third. If then, it is not Fife that is meant, we muſt under- 


ſtand Tacitus of thofe countries now called Angus and Mearns, 


4 


or the counties of Forfar and Kincardine. 2. It was by 


c means of his fleet,” which ſhews, that in his expedition he 


always kept an open communication with his fleet. 3. The 
* ſame camp often contained, &c. H/dem caftris Pedes equeſque et 
| 5 nauticus 


Oe 


